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SATURDAY, Oéfeber 9, 1756. 





Ride fi fapis. 


aA¥, PECTACLES, I humbly conceive, were 
<A originally intended by the fagacious In- 
ventor of them, to aid and affift thofe Eyes 
W\I6 which might be weaken’d and render’d ufe- 
aye \lefs by Sicknefs or by Age, by Nature or 
& 3 by unexpe@ted Misfortunes. To thefe re- 
ftrictions they were for many Years confined, but as the 
veteran Spectacles were found, in procefs of time, to be in- 
confiftent with the fofter texture of modern Nofes, a fort of 
demi-fpectacle or fingle Perfpective was invented, which has 
not the leaft communication with that important Feature, 
and is made ufe of indifcriminately by thofe whofe Eyes ftand 
in need of optical auxiliaries, and thofe who can enjoy the 
pleafures of Sight without them. — If the Mother of young 
Lippus could be permitted to revifit this World, and fee her 
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darling Boy ogling at the Opera- Houfe, the Play-Houfes, and 
all other public Places, and feemingly very attentive to every 
object within the ken of his Glafs, would the not be ready to 
exclaim in this manner? ‘“ Alafs, my Son, what dreadful 
calamity has deprived Thee of perfect Sight? little would 
fhe imagine, poor Woman, that his Eyes are ftill pofleft of 
the fame acutenefs as ever, and that on this very account 
the Glafs which he ufes, inftead of exhibiting the Object 
gazed at more diftinétly to his View, really obftruéts his Sight, 
and renders every thing towards which it is directed abfo- 
lutely imperceptible. It gives him, however, an opportunity 
to difplay the Sparkler on his Finger, and to wriggle his Body 
into a thoufand enchanting Attitudes, whilft he reconnoitres 
the Company. I doubt not but my very polite Readers have 
frequently noticed this fluttering purblind Youth in different 
Parts of the Town. At the Play-Houfe he generally takes 
his Stand upon the Stage, or in the Side-Boxes. Sometimes, 
indeed, I have recognized his pretty Phiz in that vulgar Place 
the Two-fhilling Gallery, but then he came there incog; and 
confequently neither fhew’d his Brilliant, nor his Perfpective. 


Dick Secondight (a young Templar of my Acquaintance) 
has a pair of fuch excellent Eyes, that he is able to read the 
{malleft Print without the affiftance of any optical Inftru- 
ment ; nay he can even decypher the almoft-indecypherable 
Opinions of Counfellor ,» at a confiderable diftance. 
I have catched him fometimes hard at his ftudies by Moon- 
light, when he has been at a lofs to procure a Candle. — 
Yet, follow this guick-fighted Gentleman to George’s, and 
you will be aftonifhed ; for as foon as he takes up a Paper 
his Sight fails him: his demi-fpectacle is immediately un- 
fheathed and elevated, by the help of which, my Friend 
Richard is jut able, after a great deal of poring and atten- 
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tion, to take in all the parts of a political Paragraph. 


It is the fupreme Pride of the Spaniards (to whom I be- 
lieve we are primarily indebted for this ufeful Implement) 
to 
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to have received from their prudent Anceftors a certain 
form and method in their Habit, and every thing elfe, 
which is perfectly accommodated to their Climate and their 
Humour. As the Mode of Drefs, therefore, has continued 
invariably the fame in that Country, I fhall take the liberty 
to infert an Account of Spectacle Wearing, as it prevailed 
among its Inhabitants in the Year 1722. 


“« The firft time I waited on the Princefs of Monteleon, 
(fays my Hiftorian) ‘‘ I was furprized to fee fo many young 
“* Ladies with great Spectacles on their Nofes: but what 
** appeared moft unaccountable to me was, that they made no 
“ ufe of them where they were really neceflary. They only 
** converfed together, while they had them on. 1 was con- 
* founded at the fight, and imparted my fentiments to the 
« Marchionefs de Ja Rofa. She f{miled at my Embarraf- 
“ment, and told me that the Intention of wearing them 
“‘ was to give an Air of Gravity to the Countenance, and to 
*< attract, by this means, veneration and refpect. Do you fee 
‘“‘that Lady? fays the Marchionefs; I don’t believe fhe 
‘“‘ ever left them off, except at Bed-time, fince fhe was ten 
“ Years old. In fhort, the Men and Women eat with their 
“‘ Spectacles on, and even in their Affemblies, and the 
‘« Streets are feldom without them. Nay, I have heard, there 
‘are different Spectacles, according to the different Quali- 
*“‘ lities and Degrees of People. —- As a Man’s Income in- 
“‘ creafes, he enlarges the fize of his Spectacles, and deftines 
“them to a ftation higher up his Nofe. Thofe worn by 
« cpe Grandees, being of an unufual breadth, are called 
“ Ocales for diftinttion. Some years ago, they had their 
«« Giaffes from Venice, but three Perfons having undertaken 
“to make the King of Spazm Mafter of that City, by firing 
“the Arfenal with Burning-Glafles, the Venetians, by way 
“ of Revenge, caufed a vaf number of thefe Ocales to be 
“made, and difpatched them to their Ambaflador at Ma- 
“ drid. He prefented them to the Court, and everv Perfon 
* who made ufe of them endanger’d his Eye-fight, for they 
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‘“ were formed with exquifite Art, and fet in frames of 
‘“combuftible matter, which with a fingle Ray of the 
“Sun would pat all ina Flame. It happened on a grand 
** Council-Day, that in the Chamber wherein the Members 
‘“< were all feated in folemn Order, one of the Windows was 
“left open, and the Sun darting, almoft in a vertical Line, 
“on their Spectacles, they fuddenly perceived a dangerous 
“fire contrived againft their Eye-brows. This Phenomenon 
‘put the old Gentlemen into a terrible Confternation. The 
“‘ whole Synod caper’d about in a great deal of confufion, 
“and thus ended the weighty bufinefs of that Day.” 


But to return. I have heard that the majority of my 
Countrymen affect to be purblind for the fame reafon that 
Alexander’s Courtiers held their Necks awry; — but if a 
compliment is in reality the reafon, our Pofterity may by 
the fame Rule chop off a Leg or an Arm, or demolifh a 
Nofe, if their Prince fhould be unfortunately deprived of 
one of them. — Jefting apart, however, I aim well affured 
that our R ] Family are not in the leaft pleafed with fo 
ridiculous a piece of Complaifance, and would be very much 
inclined to put a ftop tothe fpreading contagion, if it did 
not fo happily contribute te the encouragement of the Glafs- 
Manufacture. I am a ftrenuous well-wifher to all ufeful 
Manufactures, particularly the above-mentioned one, but 
this is fo ludicrous a Fafhion, that I cannot check the defire 
I have to fet it in a ludicrous light. I do therefore ordain, 
by virtue of thefe Prefents, that, if any Girl or Woman, 
under the Age of twenty-five, aud any Stripling under the 
Age of forty Years, do prefume to wear Spectacles or Demi- 
Spectacles, after the Feaft of St. Michael the Archangel, 
vulgarly called Michaelmas- Day, next enfuing (unlefs He, 
She, or They can fhew juft and reafonable caufe to the 
contrary) He, She, or They fo offending, fhall be ftigma- 
tized with the odious Title of Old Women, and confider’d 
as a diftinét Species from fuch poor Wretches who are by 
Age or Infirmities unavoidably neceilitated to have recourte 
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tothem. And be it further cna€ted by the Authority afore- 
faid, that fuch Offender or Offenders be looked upon by 
every body with the fame Contempt, Derifion, and Abhor- 
rence, that Old Women are generally treated with. 
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To NicnuoLtas BABBLE, Efq; 


In media tuttfimis rbis, 
Ovip. 

S IR, 
| OU promifed fome time ago to publifh a few ani- 

madverfions on that important Part of a fine Lady’s 
Paraphernalia, commonly called the Hoop; but I fuppofe 
you have forgot your promife, and therefore beg the favour 
of you to Iect your female Readers amufe themfelves with 
the following little Effay, till you have leifure to furnifh 
them with a better. 


The ftrange abufe of that Machine called a Hoop, oc- 
cafions fo many inconveniences to both Sexes, that I think 
it ought entirely to be abolifhed: or reduced to a lefs 
enormous Size, or reftored to its original Defign, which as 
it is ftill retained among the formal Spaniards with little 
alteration, I here communicate for the Entertainment of the 
Curious. 


“© The Spani/h Ladies fome years ago wore a Farthingal 
of prodigious bignefs. This Fafhion was extremely incom- 
modious to themfelves as well as to others ; and the Doors 
of their Houfes were fcarce wide enough to admit them. 
They were obliged on this account to leave it off entirely, 
except at Court in the Royal Prefence, and for general wear 
{ubftituted in its room a kind of under veftment, which, 
properly fpeaking, is a young or little Farthingal. This is 
made of thick copper wire, in a circular form. About the 
Girdle, a number of Ribbons are faftened, with which 1s 
tied a fecond round of the fame figure, but confiderably 
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wider, and depending lower than the firft. Of thefe they 
have five or fix Circles, reaching to the very ground, and 
diftending their other Garments. Their Vifits are generally 
made in this Habit, and ’tis ufual on thefe Occafions to pre- 
fent:‘the Company with a filver Bafon of dried Sweetineats, 
folded up in different papers, neatly cut, and gilt for that 
purpofe. In one is contained a Plumb, in another a Cherry 
or Apricot, and fo on. By this means they may either eat 
upon the {pot, or carry away what quantity they pleafe, with- 
out danger of foiling their Pockets. Some Ladies do both, 
and after regaling on thefe dedicates, till they are almoft ready 
to burft, cram what remains into four or five Handkerchiefs, 
Thefe Uandkerchiefs are then tied round their little Farthin- 
gal, which feems from this Account to be nothing more in 
Spain than a kind of portable Pantry, and may be ufed 
indifferently, with the addition of a few hooks, for the fuf- 


penfion of all forts of Butcher’s Meat, Poultry, &c.” 


Though our Ladies of Fafhion in England have not yet 
introduced this Cuftom, fome of our female Cazazle have 
borrowed the Hint, and many a valuable piece of ftolen 
Goods has been found fecreted within the rotundity of this 
Machine. — Sa/ly Smuggle, a Coufin of mine, once freighted 
her Hoop, on board an Indiaman, with fuch an immoderate 
Cargo of Tea, China, Fans, Nanfooks and Ailibanies, that 
in her defcent to the Boat, her tender Frame was unable to 
fupport what would have furnifhed a little fhop, and down 
fhe tumbled into the Water. By good fortune, the heavier 
commodities, difengaging themfelves from their confine- 
ment, fubfided to the bottom: and the whalebone circles 
were of fingular fervice in buoying her up, and permitting 
her to float upon the furface: by which means we faved 
her from a watry Death. 

I am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 
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